l6o     EXPLICABLE  AND  INEXPLICABLE

lost. As a confession did not run counter to
their consciences., why, then, should they not
make it ? It is apparent, moreover, from their
concluding words, that this consideration was
present in their minds. Of the seventeen
prisoners, twelve asked the judges to take their
confessions Into account as an extenuating
circumstance, when finding their verdict.

They could hardly avoid using much the
same expressions for this request, and after a
time this produced an almost macabre, tragi-
comical effect. In the end, indeed, when the
last of the prisoners had spoken their conclud-
comicai ing words, one began to wait for this request
moment with considerable tension, and when it actu-
ally came, and necessarily In the same monot-
onous form, the public could hardly repress
their laughter.

Still more difficult, perhaps, than the ques-
tion of the motives of the prisoners is that of
the reasons which prompted the Government
to bring this trial so far into the limelight and
layallthe invite the Press and public of the world to it.

publicity? What did they hope to get out of |t ? Was not

this manifestation bound to have consequences
rather painful than favourable ? The Sinovjev